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Sacrxmento Valley Nov 25th 1849

After a long and tiresome 3oumey I tak
addressmg you a few hnes and 1nform1 ,

| I can assure you to see the mgns of cwahzau
piams six month enduring fatigue hardshg : 2
nown only to the weary emigrant who passes over this disolute
dreary and almost worthles portion of this western world. Al-
ough my health has been generally better that when at home
no money or inducement could be held out to try this track-
ss desert again. The dull monotony of the wild sage the vacant
stares of the wily Indian the sharp crack of the rifle in pursuit of
timid and phamom like game the noise and voiciforations of
i€ ‘oxdriver urging his half famished and faithfiil animals along,
midnight howl of the wolf the constant care and anxiety by
y and nlght are sights and scenes which I hope will never be
ecalled save by the midnight dream or numbered among the
npleasant thoughts of the past. We have generally got-along
'y well considering the amount of emigration and scarclty'
eed &c &c. We were inducéd to take a new route from the Hum-
olt river about 80 miles above the sink of the same, taking a
rthwestern course until we reached the summit of Sierra Na-
a mountains and thence takmg a south course down the uper
acnmento 75 miles leaving it. to the right striking through
untains whose peaks were covered with perpetual snow strik-
the Sacrimento at the mouth of deer Creek. The last 60 miles
thout grass over the most precipitous and rocky road that T
r saw. It was actually leaping from one rock to another with
ely a place level enough to pich a, tent. There has been a
ge amount of suffering especially on the last part of the trip.
m a want of provision. Many while on the Platt threw over
d a larg share of their provision in order to lighten their -
he distance being longer than they supposed they were re-
ced almost to a state of starvation some subsisting on diseased
nd poor oxen left by emigrants to die and their carcasses to be
ured by the raven the well fed wolf and the starving Emi-
nt. But this is now remydied by the goverment relief party,
h we met about 150 miles fmm the valley. There has been a




the last part of the route. It is a diseas
d by 1mrnoderate use of salt prov1s1ons without ,
a want of cleanliness the use of alkali waters &c. It c
ences with sharp and acute pains in ‘the limbs sometlm s
-ompanied by dysentry in its first stages its later symptons are
_teeth become loose the gums turn black the chords of the lef
~ become contracted, the skin turns purple and the countena
~wears a pale sicklyappeareance and a person becomes debilet
and emaciated. It is a disease to be cured by the use of acids an
vegitable diet. Russel and J. N. Chipman both have this diseas
ut think there is no danger now, but if we ‘had been three weeks
ter, or more, into this valley it might have terminated fata
' ve becn the only well one of the fou

). And the ]udge a cross, crabld notiona
(1 1sh outlandish old wreck of a Cassopol

a 51x monts trlp Cross the p
ing man. I have had no difficulty with him however I spe:
as a man on the plalns. Russel wished me to have you
, other at Niles that he is not now in a condition to write
11 as soon as his health will admit of it which he thinks wil
in a few days. The trip has been a hard one for me in pom
labor but perhaps none the worse for it now coming into t
‘mines. One thing is certain that I should Thankful to the eve
watchful eye of Him that has guided me through the barre
desert without acciden and in the enjoyment of good health
~ want that you should write often and let me know all about yo
k~_hea1th and the health of Matilda and all. I cannot give you n‘
= dlscrlption of this valley or of the mines in this letter. We are nox
~ on our way to the mines and I hope to write often home. I o
~ course have not heard from John yet as I have not been here lon
enough to get any clues to him yet Yours in haste -
C. R. Hopp
case dlrect all commumcatlons to Sacrimento Clty,
- stead of San Franc1sco




,, ‘qudyearsBariMay 1’gth ‘

Dear Father ,
Some tlme Havmg elapsed smce I wrote my 1 tand Having

h 'Vmg v
: ecelved two letters. ~ ,
hrough the other Niles boys. Henry Gompton recel Ved“a paper
om Niles (the Niles Republican) in which T saw a few lines
_upon the death of Matilda Hoppin. Though this is not unex-
pected to me yet to hear of her death without having any account
from Home of the time or the manner in which she died renders
he unhappy news more painful To a Brother who has never
before shed a tear over a near kindred or felt the pangs of sorrow
over a loved and Cherished sister. Be the circumstances of Her
death what they may He that gave her hath taken her away and
He that doeth all things well Hath taken her home to Himself 1
hope and trust. Although separated from her at the time of her
' death yet I hope and pray that I may so live that I may meet Her
1n that land of bliss where separation slckness and sorrow never

Slnce my last letter we left our old Gamp and moved on to the
North Yuba about the 20th of Feb. In coming here we travelled
ver snow from 15 to 20 feet deep The trail is only accessable by
yack mules it being a mountaineous trail from the summit of the
_mountain to the bar it is estimated at three miles bemg very

' steep and precipitous most of the way. vamon when we first
Came here sold readilyat high . . . flour $2.00 per 1bs pork o

$2.25 sugar and co . . . he same, but the prices are greatly“
educed the snow having gone off and a good many engaged in
the business. John myself Mr. Woodruff and M Duncan are
engaed in hauhng prov151on here. We run two teems in the valley
nd pack in the mountains. We use about go animals mules and
oxen. Mr. Duncan runs the teems with a hired man, John packs
o with a hired man. Wages by the month are from $100 to $200
/ the month, about $150 about general price for good hands.
fr. Woodruff tends to the store. I am engaged in mining. I will
give you our bill of prices so that you may know what it costs
iners to live in this golden land. Flour by the sack 6o cts Ib




ork 80 cts suga $1.00 Coffee $1.00 butter cheese $2.00 b
$1.25 per Ib salt $1.00 Saleratus $3.00 pickles in quart jar
rackers or hard bread go cts liquors $4.00 a quart boots $3
Shoes $8.00 flannel shirts §8.00 good coydury pants $1.
by the pair $2.00 Hickory shirts $2.00 all other thing in th
proportion. We think that we can make fifty cents on a po
~ from Sacramento City Here. We intend running in 2,000 1
~ week. The cost of anirhals is high, good mules ranging from $1
~ to $200. Cattle by the yoke $ 150 to $200. We occasionally loose
nimal by straying the pastures being very extensive in this co
we are at great deal of expense which none but a calafor
ger Terdsmen bill & But I think tha
dinary luck in fact the
. ried on rightly but whe
ts and real dust for pay. I will no
 branch of business. I have two par
claims near our store one I have
not work now on account of the |
pect to work any for six weeks yet o
, am being so high that it is impossible to do anythin
‘have made a day from one of my claims from 1 to g oz per d
~ and I think the two claims will average an ounce an ahallf t
~ ounces. There being about 2 months work for three men. In o
_we are turning the bed of the stream and I think that our cha
is good there. For the next two months I intend spending |
~ of my time a prospecting ‘ at there is.
and extensive dry diggins in this vicinity. The great difficul
now is snow there being large quantities of is that does not mel
till late in July. I have allready travelled over these banks
~ snow with my pick shovel and pan with provision enough to
~ me 10 days cooking utensil which consist of a frying pan and
cup blankets &c in fact all things that are the comforts of
iner and this he packs with him whereever he goes,
untains which you at home would think almost imposs
for man to ascend without carrying his whole subsistence wit
i ' is the time T laid down with snow all around m
. eling all day long with my coat for a pillow and t
clear blue arched Heaven for my shelter fatigued and Hun
~ The gold Hunter partake of breat and meat and lays down to




;‘ est sleepmg sounder wrapped up in his blanket than the man at
ome th hlS feather bed and pl]low and with all of the com-

ready ]ohns also is invested goods ammals &c I thmk that we and
John have made about §,000 since we have come to the Yuba. I
regret that I cannot send you some dust but our business requlres
all the money that we can get. M Holland, Howard, and Meyer
will go to niles and if you see them they can tell you all of the
news as they Have been with us all winter and the spring. P. S.
ohn has just arrived from the city and brings no news from
‘home. I have concluded to borrow $100 and send the same by
olland Co. All I have to say that I wish that I could send more,
t it is now late and I must Close C. R. Hoppin

S. I want you to write and write often. You cannot imagine the
_eagerness that I look for letters from home. I am in good health
d spirits, think that I may do well this Summer. C. R. H.

k’May 20. John has not time to write but sends Home by Holland
and Co. $ 100 sends his love to Xou all. C. R. H.

Dear Father.

it is sabbath today and I thmk that I cannot 1mpmve it hours :
etter than in writing a few lines Home. Since my last to you by
Holland, Howard & Co nothing has transpired of any conse-
quence Here. John and Myself are well. (And also all other Ber-
rien Co men excepting Mr. T. B. Willard who has been unwell
for a few days.) I am now 15 months from home and not one let-
ter yet. You cannot imagine how anxious I am to hear from you I
think most certainly you must Have written but there is some de-
lay somewhere. John is now on his way to the Vernon and Sacra-
mento City for the purpose of getting letters, and I hope he may




~ succeed as a letter softens the absence of home especially to
~ Miner in this homeless region. Sabbath days here are spent

_ miners mostly a hunting prospecting for gold and gambling.
to morals very little attention is paid to it here. There is a Gentl
- man whose camp is near ours who is quite an intelligent ma
rather steady in is habids for cal afornia, gambles some also drin]
~ occasionally pretty freely. This Gentleman 1 was informed ¢t

‘other day has assumed the title in one of the western states of th
‘Rev Clergy. This is no new thing in Calofornia. I am told fr
~good authority that there are several methodist ministers at

ity and Sanfrancisco whose business is now dealing Mor
id p 1es differ ames for the purpose of gain. Su
i that exhibits itself o1

, is is th ly objec ir stay is short, but few of th
~ leave here without becom ng a Gambler a profane swearer ¢
~ all its trains of attending evils immediately following. T have
~ ot yet heard one sermon since I left the states T having bee
‘in the mines constantly while here. There is preaching at
 Gity and Sanfrancisco regularly and I believe now at Marys-vill
~ There is no great amount of crime committed here. Generally
~ speaking good order and harmony exhist in the mines with th
exception of occasional a fight over a monta table. We have on
the bar an Alcalda or Justice of the peace a sheriff and constabl
Our Alcalda or.he who deals out justice keeps a gambling hous
whether he is a gambler by profession or not I cannot say. Of
two officer 1 know nothing of as I never saw them. You
' omething of my agreement with th
Chipman. I now consider that the co
m and myself is null and void. They




out constantly, pa(‘kmg my blankets and clothes on my back
:Meals were two dollars except in ‘the City. Without recallind
my ﬁrst 1n1t1atory exer(:lse i packmcr 1 w111 slmply

penses last winter when it was 1mposs le ]
nd all expenses during the summer. They could not m;
cent unless T have success beyond my expectation A mans ex-
_pense in the mines is what consumes his purse. I now think of
paying him for my fitout across the plains and this is all that I
shall do. Judge Chipman nor his brother never would have got
, hrough without great suffering and even death if it had not been
for me. Iknow not How Mr. A. B. Chipman considers the bar-
gam between myself and the firm, or what ]udcre Chipman may
write to him about it, but one thing is certain that they shall not
reap the benefits of my labor here without any compensatlon
for it. John saw Judge Chipman some four weeks since, he con-
iders that T am holden to his brother still, but this is the least of
my trouble in Calafornia. June 23d John has returned from the
City and brings you letter of March 2gth in which we learn that
_you have written several letters and also sendmg Niles papers to
us regularly Of all news in Calafornia this is welcomed as the
~ Happiest by us. Although itis: frauqht with painful mtelhgence.'
N the same in

extract in your letter from a sacramento paper

mpany of six men who are working quartz and ma ‘ng $2 30

‘day. Now all such reports as this you cannot place any con-
dence in, that there are some reports of this character that may
b true I do not deny. 1 have placed some confidence in the re-
orts and have been on several wild goose chases while on the
ba I will give you some of the reports in. circulation among

(All of this information I have got as supposed :

'om correct sources.) One report is w1th regard toa certain gold
in this vicinity. One man has been to these dlgglns says that
ould take g oz to the pan and average it in nine out of ten.
ma gmdes out a cc»mpany of 100 men &Fg,o each but his




searches for such dlggms has proved a fallure like all other
ports of this kind. Hundreds of miners have been running o

- the mountains in the pursuit of these golden tales. As to your
 notice of the reports of $2 50 per day from the manner in whic

it was taken I think that it is enutled to little credit but it is now
late and I must close. ' pod CR Hoppin

1 shall endeavor to wrlte to some of you twice a month an
Hope to hear from you oftener. Please excuse all mistakes as
‘have written in a Hurry with a dozen men talking smoking &c

‘ ]ohn Bryan Henry Dana, Mrs Duttonson are well. Henr
0 per month on the river. He asked John
t ]ohn told him to stay wher
here was a chance for him he
nc m" up w1th our train of mule

yd me explanatlon how William H1x was lef
man in m nextr He is here and was with Chlp

~Aug 11th 1850
Dear ‘\/Iother , ‘ k
~ An opportunity now px esents itself of sending immedia

'home by Henry Compton and I hasten to write a few lines. As
Henry is going to niles and as you will see him he can tell yo

more than I can write. John and myself are well. John left the
store this morning with 20 pack mules on his trip down, John ha

~ not time to- write, says that he. will write soon. The mail has j1

come again and no letter as usual. John told me to say to our folk

that they are very negligent in writing or are not particular in
hem for the monthly mails. As to our business prospec

: Vorable as they ere, prlces have fallen and trade

eat deal of uncertamty about any kind f

e no ; ncommon bad luck Our dam has proved a faﬂu e,
,mos others owing to the failure of the beds of the streams.
rs wﬂl make 11tt]c or nothmg, of course will eﬂ“_ect all




~ kinds of business. The Emigrants are suffering to an alarming

_extent this season, the cause is a general scarcity of provition.
There is a relief party gone out from the city. The citizens raised
‘$30000 [?] for their relief but this will relieve bu a comparative
few. Many private trading parties have out four [flour?]
~ worth $3.00 per pound, those that ha eans gi )
10 lbs of four [flour?] sometimes five.

meat. Many when they arrive are sadly disappointed here

their golden prospects. Many wish ‘themselves back to their
homes. When I shall come home is more than I can say I think
that I shall remain here the coming winter. Our business is such
that we cannot close without a sacrafice. As to a Calafornia life T
_ am heartily sick of it, this laying upon the ground cooking your
~own meals mending your own clothes washing &c is what I dont
_ like especially when I work hard all day. Think that I shall know
how to appreciate the luxuries and comforts of home, but as I
have to go into the mountains to-day in pursuit of a lost man I
~must hasten to a close. Excuse my scribbling as I have written in
~ a hurry with a half a dozen men standing about me. Give my

 respects to Everts and Wife from you affectionate Son

Charles R Hoppin

W

- Sacr,amejntoy City, March gth, 1851

Dear Father , .
Your letter of Nov 24th and Dec 4th came to hand > :
Jast mail and was gladly received by us. Was glad to hear that
you were all well. Since my last letter written some two weeks
after the departure of Charles Duncombe nothing has transpired
interest. Brother John has gone to Scotts river distance
orthe from the City about four hundred miles expect him back
in a few days. Went up with a train of mules loaded with pro-
_visions. We still keep up our store at the North-Yuba. But
hall not make as much as we anticipated last fall owing to
eneral depression in prices since last fall, and its being a very
y winter. We have had scarcely any rain as yet, and not much
srospect of any at present. Unfortunatly for us it is one of the
y season of this Country. Last winter it was impossible to




travel in the sacramento valley on ‘account of mud and wat
Eut this season it is perfecly dry. All streams as low as they wer
last fall, which is something very uncommon in this count
~ Feed or grass is very good as present, bemg about six or eigl
inches high. But will dry up this season very early. Flowers ai
in full bloom and every-thing assumes the appearance of sprm‘
You ask me to give you some descrlptlon of our manageing a
Ranch. It is simply herdmg stock, but in a different way from
anything in the states. As Calafornia pastures are much larger
: than those of the states and not bounded by fences or ditch

vim. Out of 66 head of hors

;k ‘open p] ~ n even old american horses that have crossed the plains

' 1 LW three months are as bad as Calafornia horses to
catch Had ; rather run in to the corral a band of Calafornia horses '
: than American horses that are fat, and feel well. Sometimes tim
have all of the fast riding that I want to do. Generally in drivin
horses or mules we have to drive very fast generally upon a gallop
and sometimes upon run. We ride horses much faster here than
at home, in fact we are obliged to do it. We change horses every
day and sometimes twice a day owing to how hard we ride
: ,,Calaforma saddles are much ahead of all yankee invention, in
fact riding an american saddle a herdmg stock is dangerous. If -
‘a horse stumbles and falls with a Cal- saddle you go clear of the
saddle and if your horse jumps or attempts to throw you it is a
hard matter to do so if you are once firmly seated in the saddle
“ Cal- Bridle Bits are much ahead of common bits although they
~ look clumsy and the joints 1 made to work loose yet you can guide
_a horse with the slightest movement of the reins. Cal- horses
"guld by simply moving the rein against the side of their neck,
~ will stop from a run almost in an instant, in fact a well trained
- Cal- horse knows his business and will do his part even without
: touchmg the rein. The only Iassoelng a horse on the plain I ever
done or attempted to do was in trying to drive into the corral a
Cal horse Wthh had run untll fat. For some time he had beena
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a dodgmg us and leading of other horses unt11 we thought it best
to catch in some ways. Accordmgly we drove a band of horses to
the Coral and he as usual broke from us, he bemg to much for
our tired horses. We drove in the remainder and caught three of
~ the best horses we had and started after him. We could easily
head him off but in spite of all we could do he would dodge us.
Finding it useless to try to drive him into the corral, ‘]ohn said
let him go, but being so much trouble in leading the other
~ animals off I told I would catch him then or run him off the
~ ranch. Having changed horses, I took after him with (reatta) or
lasso rope. After chaseing about half an hour longer I succeeded
_in throwing the rope over his neck. When caught he was per-
fectly gentle. Covered with foam and sweat I changed the saddle
to him and he soon was perfectly docile. Spaniards are the
greatest horse man I eve saw. They will take a wild horse that
never has been rode and ride him without a bridle and go out
and catch a wild bull and tie throw him and tie him so that he
is perfectly helpless, but enough of this. We have received two
letters from Chas. Duncombe since he left. He had the misfor-
~ tune to loose his carpet bag which contained all of the letters he
had. We sent several letters by him, and a few qpecunens which
1 presume he has with him. The $500 that we sent by him you
~ will have received ere this. At:the time he left we thought it best
~ for Thaddeus to come here. He probably will not come perhaps
~ all for the best, times having changed a great deal since last fall.
In ‘hopes to make enough to help you all, so that at least you
~ may be out of debt and not have to work and slave and dig as
~we have done. One hundred dollars of the money that we sent we
_wrote in the letters that was lost was to. have been for the purpose
of clothing You and Mother and Maria, and if Thaddeus wished
_to come to this country to enable him to do so. Should he not
come use the money for whatever you want. Am in hopes to
send money enough home soon to enable you and mother to go
st and visit your relatives this summer, should the boys have
urgent use with all of the money, and we should not send any
me in time I want that you should go East with Mother. I
have been having the chills occasionally this winter but have
en a herdmg the stock most of the time. The warm weather
ming on, I have h1red a man in my place for short time and am




doctering, am in hopes to. get over this ent1rely Henry Dana
saw day before yesterday, is well, and said that he was then agoing
to work at $75 per month. I want you to write me often if con-

vement always glad to hear from home. From your affecuonate

son,
C R Hoppm

: Cache Creek. April 1 5th*185f1
k','Dear Father -
- Your letter of the 2nd of Feb came to hand by the first of:
. 'th month steamer and was gladly received by us. Was glad also
 to learn of the safe arrival of Duncombe at Niles. John and My-
gsel[ are Well john returned from Salmon River some ten days
 since, has now gone up to the store on Yuba with a train of mules.
~ As it is quite late in the evening and haveing been riding all
day I am compelled to write a hurried letter as I am obliged to
send it in the morning as I may not be favoured with an other
opportunity before the mail steamer leaves. Nothing has trans-
pired of interes since my last letter, have plenty of riding to
do, am constantly on the go. I had just returned from Yuba with
a train of mules when John arrived from Trinadad Bay. He. sold’j’
all of his mules and saddles and load at liveing profits, got no
mamoth prices. Had he have been two weeks sooner he would\
‘have brought back double of the money that he did. T hings or
Business at the store (on Yuba) is at present assuming a more
favourable form than most time during the winter. The state-
ment of Mr Duncan with regard to the amount of goods or worth
of goods at the store is all true, or was true at the time that
~ he left as we thought but has since proven far otherwise not from
~any rmsm Ingement or error in business, but has been an uncom-
- inter for packmg Instead of the trail being closed up by
snow in the mountains, it has been open all winter (snow two
feet decp, usually from 10 to 20 feet deep). With the great
reduction in prices since the time we bought our goods, and men -
working for small profits, in trading we have had a hard matter
to make our selves whole on the stock that we had on hand
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Yet still cons1der ourselves lucky. Busmess transactlons show
generally that where there is one man (or trader in the mines)
~that has made a dollar there is two that have lost their all. But
~ business generally is assuming a settled form at present. Sac— City
_is full of goods. ‘Merchants all anxious to trade, some that are
not making a liveing business I think. At the time that Duncan
left we had about goo head of amerlcan cattle, we intended to
~buy about 100 head more but owmg to the want of funds we did
~not buy them. So that you get a pretty high p1cture from what
Dunan has told you about our business. I sometimes feel rich and
~ sometimes poor. (if may so speak) All business operations are
very uncertain in this country. It is hard to glve you any correct
~idea of business in this country unless one is here and sees and.
tries it himself. Our cattle are fattenmg very fast, they all look
fine. We have had some rain since my last letter and grass is
abundant, have no fears with regard to scarcity of feed now. Have
some fine saddle Horses. Tell the boys that we have one that is ‘
a fast nag. We not being betting characters one of our neighbor
ranch men has her and is open for bets from $100 to $500, has -
a race on her saturday purse $200 besides large amount of side
bets. Horse racing is quite frequent here among Southern men
here. With regard to Thaddeus coming to this country I am not
~ prepared to adv1se him to come now. If he does not come with
Duncan I think that he had better stay at home at present. At the
time that we wrote by D there were chances that he m1ght have
done well. But all kinds of Business have changed much smce
~ that time. He perhaps mlght come here and make '
year than in two or three years at home.: But the cos

: ,There is plenty of gold d1ggms : | pay from Three to four
“dollars per day. Yet counting a man ,expensea, ‘and loss of time
he makes but little, still there some that make ounces from day to
~ day.'losay when we shall close up our business [ am unable to set
any certain time. But calculate to return home some time next
winter or spring if poss1ble Should I live and have good success

a130




in Busmess I Should like to have Hemy go. to school as much as

he can be spared from home. Was glad to learn that he is attend-, -
~ ing school hope he will try and get an education. Money is no
ob]ect compared with a studious and well d1c1pmed mind. Tell

Nathan that his expedmon with the steers and wheelbarrow
would beagood oneif hasgot them . . . broke tothe vehicle.

Think that it would be Some in the mountains. espec1ally if the

steers should happen to vamouse the Ranch. Also please to say to

George and Thaddeus if they are in the vicinity of home That if

there is any paper and ink in Niles or that they could get hold of

~ Ishould be pleased to hear from them. Very happy toreceive one

‘or more communications from brothers while in this country. 1

- 'thmk ’the advice with regard to the honesty of our partnersanda

~ word :

\bout Hammond all good. But did I think them (or my

o ~[pafmers) dishonest men I should sell out chap my interest in the
- 7concern As T will have nothing to do knavery and dishonesty.
~ Mr. Duncan had told me all about his smuggling goods to Can-

ada and bemg; chased by the police officer &&cc perhaps could :
could have made a better selection of a partner had I been in the
~ states but from choice would take him rather than any of the
crowd that come from Niles. Probably there is some of those that
have returned that think that they mlght be to much for the
Hoppin boys. As yet Niles men have not helped me any in busi-
ness far otherwwe out. I must close this. So good night.

Trom your affct Son . ,
C. R Hoppin

’ - Sac- City Sept 2gth 1851
Dear Brother ‘ ‘

George your letter of ]uly 5th has been duly recelved and
I now find an opportumty to reply. We are all well. Thaddeus
is with the stock in Pattalona Valley about a hundred miles dis-
tant from the City. I left John in the mountains day before yes-
terday. I am with Duncombe running two teams in connexion
with the mules. Trade is very fair, pays small profits. Was glad
to hear from you and that everythmg about Home was all right. I
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have had a talk with John about purchasing Mr. Grubs farm.
 We should like much to buy the place for you but it is impossible
~ for us to send the money home before January next. We have
only about $7000 on hand at present and we are continually
buying goods and we shall buy some stock this fall. We still keep
~ our cattle on hand. We think of stopping packing in about three
‘weeks when we shall look up a place to butcher our cattle so
~ soon as we do this we shall Have some surplus funds on hahdand
~ then we can send you home the amount required. We might rent
~ the money here but interest is so exhorbitant that it would be no
~ object. If Mr. Grubs will not wait per-haps you could hire the
~money at the bank by giving good security. If you can we can
~ forward you the money sometime in January I think without
_ fail. Do whateve you may think best under these circumstance,
_ David and Sac Grey are in the city and are well. T saw Mr. Wil-
~ lard a few days ago a short time, was in a hurry, have since
: ﬁl;e‘arnéd that he is on his way home. I also saw Fzekiel Denniston
he was on his way home but saw him only a moment. I think
that we shall close up our business so that we can come home
“some time next summer or fall. If I was in possession of Mr.
 Owles $15000 1 should start soon and take the new route
home but as it is I think that I shall stay awhile longer hoping
~ that I may cover that amount but consider it extremely doubt-
ful. At all events should like to have the Grubs farm so that if
I should get broke (as saying is) I could have a home to go to.
 If I do get broke think Twomblys w ay of settling up with his
Creditors is a short way to say nothing more about it. I dont

~ know anything of interest, we still have about 300 head of amer-
~ ican cattle 50 mules 30 horses con prise our stock. Have been
 trying to make some-thing this summer, but dont know how we
shall succeed depend some upon the winters trade. About the
~_money you want sent home to settle with some of your Dr I will
 see John and have it sent home if he has not allready done it. -
~ Please let us know what you do about Grubs farm &c. John
~ would have writen home but could not get an opportunity will

soon yours in haste. o . ,
From your Brother ’
: C R Hoppin
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~ poned writing from time to time, and I improve the present

~ self are well. John and Mr. ‘Woodruff are on Cache Creek at
~ our old Ranch a selling Cattle. Duncombe and myself are in this

1 wrote to Chipman told him that I would give him $250 to
- settle up with him told him that I would forward the money to
you but have not done so as yet but shall as soon as possible.

oy : , Lo - CRH

~ : Santa Rosa Valley Jan 25th 1852
Dear Father : , : e o

* Your letter of the 24th of Oct has long since come to hand,
‘but missing opportunities to send without delay I have post-

_opportunity of writing a few lines. Br John, Thaddeus and my-

valley herding a portion of the stock. Thaddeus is a ploughing
- and sowing Barley. Young grass is fine vegitation is much more
forward than last season, all kinds of stock are doing well at this
season of the year. American cattle sell readily at present at $100
per head having advanced in price recently. We have just driven
one hundred head of cattle to cache Creek and are now offering
them for sale. Think that we shall be able to sell out by the first
of April. Begin to think about home once more, hope to see
you all once more, and partake of the pleasure of social inter- 1
course under the paternal roof. John told me when I last saw
him that he had purchased a draft of $2000 and sent to George
for purchasing the Grubs Farm. :

We received a letter from the Everts in which he discusses
at length on the business of Tailoring Ready made Clothing,
houses, shops, their original value and present worth, The

* Chicken Business &c&c. He also speaks of getting his life insured
and starting to Cal- He wants to buy the Twombly place among |
other things and go into the poultry business. As to his coming
to Cal- I know not what to say. I think however that he had

_ better remain at home untill we return home and then we will

~give him all the information we can. If he wishes to buy the
Twombly place and settle down I for my own part am willing

~ to buy it and give it to Him. [ am sorry to see him in such difi-

culty with regard to money matters. For my own part I dontgo
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n town property in Niles or in any kind of business in
that vicinity or country excepting I take a partner and that 1
" of the Bloomer or Feminine Gender and if we can get into
iind of business that will pay in ¢ ry 1 may remain
there, but if otherwise I think I shall r al- ¢
You may think strange but I have been
country for some time I think it one
healthy climates in the world. All that is wanting is
to make it a desirable place to live. I saw Sam Grey, Doc and
Gephart, Henry Dana a few days since all Niles people are
‘There has been a large emmigration from that vicinity lately.

Mr. John F. Porter has been keeping a hotel in Stockton. He has

made $1600, sunk it over the left for Mr. Henry Smith of St
Joseph. Mr. Porter is now in sanfrancisco. Mr. H. Smith who was
puted to be rich is worth about $2000. Generally speaking
najority of men in this country are poor although it is a land of
gold. There are quite 2 number of persons that think of re-
_turning when we do mostly old Bachelors all talk about getting
married when they get home. Think F emale stock will advance
 market. 1f I return to this country 1 think of returning across
lains and bring stock Chiefly of cows and make a business of
; ising stock. I want if possible to havefyou ascertain the amount
of stock the number of horses cows &c that cross the plains this
season as I wish toknow. Lam sorry to see the boys so uneasy and
nxious to come to this Gountr "al is making a few rich while
it impoverishes ~they“man'y;,l'rew :
he one that is in the Post Office in wh
‘a coming to the land of Gold and ask if he coul :
m me, should he come. Please say to him that T

eaving for the states in a short time, but should T remain I '
would give him employment if possible. 1 have received several
ers from Henry Jaminson, he has offered me partnership in
iness in Chicago. Henry thinks that there are some fine girls
“hicago and as a proof of his sincerity he has sent me a paper
aining the news of his marriage to one of them. But enough
is. Please give my respects to all enquiring Friends. e

From your affct Son
' C. R Hoppin
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 Thaddeus

i : Santa ResafValley“Cal Aug 1st
“Dear Mother i
1 improve a few moments to write you a few lines. Brother :
John Thaddeus and myself are well and are togetber for a few
days. Thaddeus health has 1mpr0ved very fast since I come down
here. He says that his health is as good now as it was six years ago.
John leaves for the City in the morning. Messrs Duncombe and :
Woodruff are also well. I'am now herding Cattle in Santa Rosa
valley. Our cattle are doing well, there are thousands of acres of
wild oats that grow very stout here. We are Surrounded by span-
_yards but get along well with them, In this Va]]ey are numbers of
~ bands of wild horses Deer Elk Antilope and all kinds of game.
ike the cli ‘ate of this country very much ‘Thinks
of remammg here some time ut thmks that he will come home
when we do. We are living in a . Thaddeus is living with
me, he is splmmq out ra1]s in the red woods as it is called here,
a kind of timber that is similar to our ceadar at home. Thaddeus
has become a very Good Cook already. There are a great many
settling in the county now, and making permanent home here.
The climate is most delightful here, being in about 20 miles of
the sea coast. We have a fine sea breeze during the day and cool
nights. Henry Dana is in town and is well, is not doing much.
He had better be at home. Cal- is no place for such a boy We
received a paper from Lebano giving an account of Aunts death,
and also the loss of Franklins hous &c by fire. It seems that Franks
is in the legislature. John says that the paper is from Maria.
Please say to Mrs. Gray that we sent word to her Son that David
and Ed— Bacon was a coming to this country. We have not seen
him but hear that he is domg well. Good Milks bring about
$150 to $200 in Sac City, fresh butter 75 cts per 1bs. We are |
beginning to hear from the emigration. The emigration is very
'slmht to this countly this season. As it is getting quite late and
I am some what fatigued I must. close this letter. Tell George that
I have received a letter from Chipman in which he wishes me
to remit his portion of the money made by me during the first
year. I told him that there was nothing due him at the end of the
year after paying my expenses but I would give him $200 to have
no trouble about it and told him that I should remit enough
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, home to Geofge to 'pkay him and shall do soas soon as I can. Please
give my respects to all enquiring Friends, from your affct Son
L . C.R. HOppin: ’

. : Sanfr ;n(?isc‘o:,‘]ah , i4th‘ 1853
Jear Brother f : ...
 Owing to bad weather high water and impasable roads I have
een negligent about writing. Henry arrived some time since
rom Oregon. Did not like Oregon, came by land, had his horse
hot by the Indians in the Klamath County. Henry and Nathan
‘both say that they are well suited with Cal-. There has been
more rain than there was in ”’49. Sacramento City has been over-
wed for a long time and the surrounding Gountry. A great
mount of stock has been drowned and mired this season. Have
not seen Wood for a long time. Quite a number of mules have
been lost at the Negro tent, and the trail has been closed for
sometime. Owing to the high prices of provisions very few trad-
_ers laid in a winters supply. Teams ‘have stopped running and
freights high, consequently a general scarcity of provisions in the
mines. Flour is on the decline worth $18 p cwt. American Beef
cattle worth on foot from 20 cts to 25 ct per cwt. You ask me
whether I am coming home this winter or not. 1 think that I
shall start in about a month for the states. My intention is to
return to salt lake with stock, think of Bringing cows and sheep.
What think you of this, do you think it will be best. 1am anxious
co return and stay g or 4 months, but I don seeas I canif I Bring

francisco last night, and return this.evening. I came down to
about the claim. I have seen Capt Halleck this morning and
says that all that is lacking to have our claim submited before
: dmmissioners,is the evidence of Mr Lease, an Alcalde at the
me the grant was given. Halleck says that he is unable to say
\ether the majority of claims will be appealed or not it is with
United States district attorney at Washington whether they
> appealed or not. I think that a strong effort will be made to
peal them, the only thing that I fear now is delay in the'matter:
mmissioner Wilson has been recalled by the Senate. Also the
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law agent has Teft f or the states, a new agent has been appomted
in his stead. There has been any amount of suffermg in the
mines this season on account of scarcity of provisions, families
subsisting on barley in many instances.
- Thaddeus and myself are a Butchering at Yankee jlms, think
of selling out if I return home. Henry and Nathan are a going to
farmmg at Cache Creek, but owing to such an unusual amount
‘of rain they have not done much. Ned . . . the darkey has
just arrived and is at our camp at present. Mark Chlpman is also
~ 'there and is sick, has been unwell for a long time. Thaddeus
_ thinks some of going to. packmg if we sell out. I think that I shall
start in about a month for home without fail if nothmg turns up
- more than ,k,know of at present 'So good Bye for the Present
, ',Yours & ;

- Chas R Hoppm

Weber River Nov 27 18 54
_ Sister Maria %

Your letter I I‘CCEIVCd about two weeks since and read it once,
but being on a tramp and troubled with those sort of Pockets that
" have no bottom I never have been able to reach it again. But was

glad to learn that you were all well, and to hear from home once
more. Br John and Henry you have probably learned ere this
‘have gone on to Cal- We thought it best to remain in this valley
with a portion of our stock this winter. Cousin John is with me
and two other men. One man and his wife who does the cooking
and keeps house &c. I am situated about fifty miles North from
‘the Great City of Mormonism on Weber River, also about 10
miles from Ogden City and ogden Hole. The mormons settle- -
ments are in compact form. Houses build of adobes or in burnt
_brick and usually join one another and enclosed in with a wall
in fort style They say for Protection from the Indians. But think
that it is for another purpose also. Althoug to hear the Govenor
Prophet priest and King talk he fear nothing notwithstanding
he sleeps with a couple of Colts long sixes under his pillow con- -
stantly. These people set themselves as the church of the latter
day Saints the only true church now on the Earth. They claim
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to have the same power that the Apostles Bishops deacons had in
_ Christ time namely the miraculous power of “‘casting out devils
healing the sick open the eyes of the blind, unstop the ears of the
deaf, the poison of the serpent shall not hurt them, &c. These
igns shall follow those that believe! Conse quently all those that
ont repent believe and be babtized shall be damned. You may
think it strange that I have seen any number of old women that
11 me that they have certainly have been healed by the bi :

nd also many wonderful things about the Pro , 34
m is right I pity we poor Gentiles. Pollocks Hell is to good a
lace for Gentils. The Missionaries have gone to the states for
the last time to preach the gospel. If they dont hear the Woly
Tnided States is to be eternally damned, gates of mercy closed
orever! So Maria you must look out that you hear and receive
e word! This one of greatest Countries in the world for a wom-
| to get a husband particularly so if they understand the rule in
ction of dividing a whole number into equal part. One man
equal to from one to a dozen wives or as many as will support
"emselves or be support,ed.This thing is suffered by the Prophet
that in'ftheinex,t:,wo'rldfa man may be able to choose a com-
nion out of the number just fitted for him in celestial Glory.
T'hey say a woman can never attain to any degree of happiness
1 another world unless she have a head, a man without a wife
n have no kingdom in the next World, his family being a King-
om. Maria you must reccolle : :  no :
excepting your own) to believ
not much of a believer bu ; ; !
respect, but excuses avail nothing. Some fearful denun
y the Prophet was revealed to him against tl ates, wars
ilence and Famine &c. Famine They think has already com-
ed. Their account of the drouth in the states this season is
ing. How is this! I have not seen yet a paper from the states
suppose that it is unusually dry. Dont think Brigham has
wuch to do with at all events. They say that in ten years they are
r there abouts they are to return to the states that country to
subdued to the Saints of the Most High. On an average These
Jle are the hardest specimens of Humanity I ever saw. No use
lking with them. Every man woman and child can quote
pture and tell more marvellous miracles than I have got -




ears to llsten to. Shall be glad to leave thls hole in the sprmg I
have about three hundred head of stock and are at present doing
well. Jackso Buck is here and is working among the mormons,
also Binns son. I shall probably leave here about 1st of March.
Give my respects to all enqu1r1ng Frlends and excuse this hasty
letter. Your affc Br :

C R. Hoppm

~had returned on account OE hostilities of the indians. All in
Camp are well. Couis John is with me, no others in Camp that

you know. Buck is in the valley Workmg among the mormons.
. Binns is with another Emigrant train. Both wel] when last
heard from. Received a letter from ]ohn last mail, all well. The
ground now 1s covered with about six. mches of ; snow cold [rosty :

wmtermg in the valle with

taken The Pduvan Indians th:

party. Their trial will come off in a few ddys ;
at present exists in the valley with regard ¢ W
next Gov for this territory. Gov Young has sais ; ;
that he had no fears of the President, he intended to be Gov—
until the Lord God Almlghty says Brlgham you need be Gov—
no longer! The Mormons say that if there in any other Gov— ap-
pointed that he will be only nomlly so that Brigham Young will
still Govern the People. I think it is time that our Gove Tnment

come they will become a hard people to Cont h
tainous country like this where to all are Flghtmg men. From
schoolboys up to grey headed men as well as Blshops deacons
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lders Apostles or the Holy Twelve all are ready at any moment
to fight for their religion, the only one extant upon the face of
he earth, but what is based upon tradition Priest Craft and that
old Gloven footed Gent Called Deml For its head So say the
Mormons. So says Brigham Young, the Apostles one and all.
3righam Young word is law and gospel here, He being the direct
outh plece of God and all his sayings must be hstened to and
beyed. It is a system of one man power both in church and state.
1e principles of Mormonism can be sifted down to about three,
Obey the Governors, 2nd Get just as many wives as you can,
d Pay the tenth of all you raise to the church. With these
inciples for their guide they are a working as well as singing -
ind dancing towards the mormons Heaven. I think that is where
ollock classes the unbeliever hypocite or the false priest “whose
ophecies he swore were from the Lord and yet taught lies for
in. He was a wolf in the clothing of the lamb that stole into
he fold of God and on the blood of souls which he sold to
eath Grew fat, and yet when any would have turned him out he
cried touch not the priest of God” If any set of men are ripened
and matured for the blue schorcing flames of an old fashion
hell The heads of this church are cermmly ready for it. For a
large portion of this people are ignorant members that cannot
en read and write, just the class of people to Priest ridden and
mposed upon by their leaders who are gifted with intelligence
duplicity and cursing enough to ‘drap them under the garb of
christianity. As I wrote you before Polygam is practlsed and
eached the Gov is said to have about forty wives and all that
are able follow his example. I understand the Gov is. decu: edly
wn on old Bachelors and old Maids. If he will just 1 let me alone
\l not trouble him or any of his people if I once can get out of
e. Think it one of the places that the evils. spirits have charge»
They are down on all gentiles. Have had no trouble with
em only been annoyed at their continual preaching and abu-
sive language of all other churches excepting their own. I think
at I shall leave this place about the 1st of May en route for Cal.
You had better direct all letters to Cal upon recelpt of this. Give
my respects toall enqulrmg friends from '

your affct Br

C R Hoppin




, ViS'an' 'Frant:iSCO' March 19th 1860 -
Dear Sister o : :

I find this morning that Sam— Chester is in town this morn-
ing on his way home, and I improve the present opportunity of
'wrltmg you a few lines, also I send you my likiness. I have had
it hurriedly taken, the features are correct but quite thin. This
will not appear strange to you when I inform you that I am
quite an invalid. My health has been very poor for the last seven
months, totally unfit for any kind of Business, most of the time
confined to the house. My disease is of Billious orlgln and has
become a Chronic disease of the Bowels amounting almost to
_an ulceration of t the mner 0a ng of,the Bowels You Wﬂl seef,

,by this. that"y 0.1

- sician care, have b

~",1mpr0V1ng slowly The Dr s me that

recover very slow. o ' - «
My ambition is to be a Wel] man once more dnd I thmk by a
rigid course of Diet I will recover my health in a few month.
I wrote home once since Fathers Death but have received no
answer as yet. I have been to neghgent in writing you and will try
and be more punctual in future. Br are all well. Thaddeus health
-1s rather poor, Nathan is at the Ranch on Cache Creek, is quite
an old man, grows more Chlldlsh as age wears upon him.
Mr Sylvester Moore is hvmg near us. Mrs. Moore is the only
Niles lady that 1 have found in this Gountry they have three

Boys who are attendmg school at Cach e. We are to have a
College under the supervision of the Methodist Church South
this season at Cach ville so you will see that we are not entirely
in a wilderness. Our plaae is about two mlles from the town.
Should I not improve in health I may take a trip home this sum-
mer but can say nothing certain about it. Shall be governed some-
what by what the Physician says. Should like much to see you
~ all once moore. I suppose Clara Children have grown out of
my remembrance allmost. Mary and Ellen must be quite large.
Give my love to them all. I hope they may have a good Educa-
* tion. Were I able I would send them means for this purpose. I
received a letter from James Perkin in which he says that George
is to be matried, is this sol I hope that it may be so, I think it is
time at least that one of the Br marned Who is the Lady. Please
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w te me and let me know if thlS is rumor or not. How dare any
oman venture into matrimonial bonds with a family so noted
for C eleblcy as ours. I thing George ought to have married long
ago, there is no excuse for him, but so long as the Ballance ofus
remam in this Country you may expect us all to remain old Bach.

nk that Henry may some day marry, the Ballance of usare -
onfirmed Bachelors. o ,
Samuel Chester tells me that Sdmuel Gray is a gomg home :
s steamer. I have not seen hlm yet. You Can get more news |
from Chester and Gray than T can glve you. Newel Rood is also
town but have not seen him. He is located at Sacramento,
. Has some agency for Col- Wilson. Chester and Gray have
succeeded in doing much pecuniarly I think. Chester has
orked for us upon the Ranch, has been with the perkins boys
some of the time. Gray has been mining, has’sold out to His
rother David Gray I understand they have a very Good Claim.
It is now quite late in the afternoon and I must find Chester
I suppose he will go aboard this evning. Rememer me to
Mother and Clara and the Family. Please write me a long letter
on receipt of this and I will surely write in Return. Tell Mary &
Ellen also to write me as I should be glad to hear from them. So
Uood Bye From you affct Br

C R Hoppin
PS.

I have been writing in a readmg room of our Hotel and all is
b stle and Confusion, all pohtlcks Delegates to the Democratick
nventlon are stopping here and leave to morrow on the_
eamer. Our delegates are mstructed to vote for chkenso :
ppose you are all Republicans and vote for Seward Well T
1k Seward will make us a better President than :ny of the
ndidate. Yours truly S R C R H—- :

Sacramento City Cal Dec goth 1860

ear - Sister Maria

_have just read your letter of Apr 24th given by Br John to

me which I think I have not seen since you wrote until the pres-
nt time. It being the only news from home that I have seen this
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- summer although John to ic that George had written. Being
away from the other Brothers most of the time I have missed see-
ing them. Brothers are all well. My health is better now than it

has been for the last three years. Am free from all billious Symp-

tons which I have been liable to since leaving Michigan. I think
my disease was the turning point towards better general health.
When Chester left me I was under the care of one of the best
- Physicians in San Francisco and to him T Lhmk owe my present .
state of health in a great measure. I was anxious to go home at
that time but on consultation with him he told me that a voyage
~ at sea would termmate my dlsease one way or the other imme-
 diately ¢ mained my chances for 1mprovement were

1 have been stoppmg in Sac— City a few days, am roommg

~with James Perkins, his health is good, also his Br Ed. is well.

- James Perkins is one of the first young men in Sac— Crty, has
been Suprentendent of one of the largest Sabbath Schools in the
City and is a warm and effectual advocate of every benevolent

- and Charitable object for the relief of want and Suffering “that

Mflesh is heir to? He is now living most of his time on a sheep
Farm or ranch near us on Cache Creek. Has been an accountant
in the Clty until very reccntly his hea h haV *1mpr0ved much
while in the Country. . , ;

Tommy- Westvelt is in good health, a]so all of our Niles
acquaintences that I have seen lately. The Brookfield Family
that used to live near niles are in the City, I have not seen them.
I think that they crossed the plams this summer. I received two
Niles papers from Young Jewett giving an account of J N Chip-
mans trip across The plains with that man Hicks. There is truth
in it and more that I could tell but I think he has received his

_ punishment long ere this. He used me well at times on the plains

and I feel d}sposed to let him alone. Hicks was a worthless fellow

on the plalm at the best. The worst account that J N Chlpman :

* has to render while on the plains and upon his arrival here is his

treatment to his Br that died here. If he has a concience it will

follow and haunt him to Lifes Journeys end. No one knows:it
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ore labor to perform next spr1
yme home next sprmg at least 1, rge it upon h 1t
is freer from
ough than he has been for ¢ two. ~ . ‘
e home in the SprmO‘ I want you to pr esent him with a te
ance pledge to sign and use your nfluence to make h1m
7 temperate 1 dont you to thmk that he is a drunkard by
‘ago to drink brandy
is cough and he is a gettmg a small habit of taking little by
tle. Calafornia associations are bad for “and that is one
ason why I want him to go home. We can get along without
m here. I sometimes think John is better adapted to be one of
(odern Politicians than for any thing else. The last Pony
s begins to look like a Dissolution of the states. I fear the
t. 1 hope you are not an ultra 1republ1(:an| I cannot con-
1tiosly be a Republican, although I believe in free institu-
5. There are laws upon the statuts of Mich~ thatis a disgrace
he bond that binds one state to another. So with most of those
thern states. Personal liberty bills and state laws annullmg
Fugitive Slave law are the ones that 1 allude to.

> ¢ hk is warring against. And unless there is mor' '
een the North and South we will be prec1p1tated into more
ous trouble than any Politician can ever regain. Henry Clay
~on his death Bed to a clergyman that the division of the
odist church upon slavery was an omen towards the final
ture of one of the best governments on Earth but enough of
_want you to write olten to me and write often to Henry.
1 hard worker and industrious and more steady than ever.
s love to all of Clarissas Family and all Friends i in Niles.
ite soon and often. Your affct Br

C. R Hoppin




I dont know how George is si uated p cumarly 1 hope heis get—

ting along. As far as I am concerned I feel poorer than I have
ever done since I came to Cal- ,]ohn has kf‘pt his business [rom
me too much for the laa,t two years C.R. H

Sister Maria
Your letter by Mr. ‘Wolsey came to h"md sevcral days ago was

nges smcc ! left

' 1, somuch
so that there is hardl‘y an abled Bod d Co‘m ny left in the town,
is this true! or is'it an over drawn,plycturc of the Patriotism of the
citizens of Niles. Since }ohn left there is no change with us worth
relating with the exception of the'loss of cur dwelling house by
fire Wlth all of the furmture beddlng &c. It occured on Sunday
and were six persons near the house but were unable to save any-
thing worth mentioning, the wind was blowing from the North
and it was lined with common sheating and papered over and
burned very suddenly. We have another house built and are now
_ hvmg in it though were put to some inconven as well as e pense. ,
Nathan Thad and Henry are well. T wa much p eased to hear
from the Illinois Cousins and from Clara Family. Are not those
Girles large enough to commence corresponding with Gentle-
man! I should like to hear from them so it is not a real seritimen-
tal love letter as it would be an'impoésibﬂity for me to answer
one of that kind. Cousin John is here on the Ranch this winter.
Our season so far has been very dry. Farmers are an ticipating a
dry season as it is the 1gth Jan and very little rain, yet we may
have enough for farming purposes. There are no Political
changes since John left. Gen Wright has called on Cal- for one
regiment of infanty and five companies of C ‘eiry for the war.
The Political Prisoners under arrest while John was ‘here have
all been released. And the Secesh of this State are more hopeful
‘than ever of the success of their cause. For my own parf Iseeno

"‘2‘8“'




to this war as it has been conducted and unless the Federal
s succeed in some decisive hard fought battle that the.
nces are about equal for the diss vlution ¢ T n
of Government. Yet I hope that da
h it goes mans best hope of civil Law on Earth. :
I suppose that the People in your vicinity are unanimous on
Presidents proclamation of Liberty to African Slavery. For
wn part I think it will be a long time before the American
will have bettered his condition taking in to account the
of the white race killed in battle and by sickness and the
moralization of men in long service in large armies. The F ree-
m of the Black on purely Abolition principles will send many
good man to his long Flome besides making many a heart deso-
with bitter sorrow. For my own part I only adopt the Procla-
on from necessity. I now firmly believe that the only way
that the North will ever succeed in conquering the South is in
iving freedom to every Slave within the reach of its Armies.
th their conscription law calling every able bodied man into
field capable of bearing arms and using slaves to provide the
ssary produce and provide for its mantainance as well as per-
service in fortification they can hold out until the cause of
ing this Union is extremly doubtful. But strike out of
ce four million of Slave producing labor and their cause
Imost hopeless if the North remain united. I suppose that
Government has allready called out one million of men from
opulation and a chance for five hundred thousand more 1
_before the end comes. I thing that all kinds of Labor must
rily be high and difficult to obtain this being the case the
irces of the North are not half tried or tested yet. If there is
scarcity of Laborers with George I would advise ‘him to put
n to Husking Corn or if the season is over put him at any

ought both to be entitled any amount of credit, as least so
/1. It would seem that in these times a man out to have some
rpose before him either go at some labor of some kind or else
oulder a musket for the preservation of Civil Liberty. I wrote
etter about the time John left here, please say whether you
ived it in your next. Was much pleased to receive Mothers
ess, it looks very natural so we all think. I gave one to

d of farm labor, and if George succeed and John Goes at work '




Nathan. He is getting to be an old man in his appearance, his
~ health is generally very Good. s now quite late and I will
~ close, hope you will answer soon, you are one letter behind riow
and you are the only one that will ever erte, so dont neglect

Your affct Br o
¢ R. 'Hoppm







